[Genetic diseases of the eye].
The eye has always provided a diagnostic window for hereditary and acquired systemic diseases. Of the more than 6,000 known hereditary diseases, many are associated with changes of the visual system. Some are isolated genetic diseases of the eye, others are associated with additional ocular or systemic disorders (syndromes). In recent years, the recognition of genetic diseases as a leading cause of severe visual impairment in adults and in children has led to efforts to determine the underlying defects as well as to develop diagnostic and therapeutic molecular genetic tools. Also, education of ophthalmologists about these diseases will foster the prevention of and therapeutic approaches for genetic blindness. In this article, current knowledge on the clinical manifestations, aetiology and management of genetic diseases of the eye has been summarised.